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Summary
This historic environment assessment has been prepared to provide baseline data for an
Environmental Impact Assessment of a forthcoming planning application for a proposed
extension to Linhay Hill Quarry, Ashburton (centred on SX 77746 71676). The study has been
prepared by AC archaeology during the summer of 2015 and revised during April 2016.
There are two non-designated assets located within the area of the proposed quarry extension
– the sites of two former quarries. These are considered to be of low significance. Within the
wider 1km study area there is a total of 70 heritage assets, of which 13 are designated as
Grade II Listed Buildings.
The archaeological potential is considered to be low, with the greatest possibility of finding
below-ground remains associated with historic (medieval) fields.
A review of cartographic evidence has established that the proposed quarry extension lies
within land which comprises medieval enclosures. Most of the field boundaries are considered
to be important under the 1997 Hedgerow Regulations.
Indirect impacts have been assessed, and it is considered that there would be a minor adverse
change to the setting of the designated Alston Farm and its associated outbuildings, and a
potential minor adverse change to the setting of Place House. It is considered that there will be
high adverse impacts on two of Dartmoor’s Special Qualities, which are related to the distinct
archaeological resource and the agricultural landscape of the Dartmoor Fringe Farmland.
1

INTRODUCTION (Fig. 1)

1.1

This report presents the results of an historic environment assessment for a proposed
extension to Linhay Hill Quarry, Ashburton, Devon (centred on SX 77746 71676). It has been
prepared by AC archaeology during the summer of 2015 and revised in April 2016 for Atkins on
behalf E & J W Glendinning Ltd to provide baseline data for inclusion in an Environmental
Statement to accompany a planning application for the scheme. Guidance on the scope of the
assessment has been set out in a brief prepared by Atkins (2015), which incorporates
guidance from the Dartmoor National Park Authority archaeologist. The location of the
proposed quarry extension and associated proposals is shown on Fig. 1.

1.2

Proposals for the scheme comprise the extension of the quarry northeast of Alston Lane, with
the removal of Alston Lane itself, and a new replacement public road around the north side of
the existing quarry, and a new private access lane from Alston Lane to Alston Farm. Screening
bunds will be created alongside the A38, and partially along the north side of the extended
quarry.

1.3

In the planning application, the proposed quarry extension and associated proposals are
enclosed within a red line which includes the area of the existing quarry and all physical
proposals for the extension with an approximate 5m margin or as determined by a hedgerow or
other boundary feature. This red line area is referred to as the ‘application area’ in this report.
Within this red line area, the ‘extension area’ comprises the additional area to be quarried,
together with the area for the overburden bunds. The extension area comprises approximately
21 hectares of quarry extension, and approximately 11 hectares of overburden bunds.

1.4

The quarry extension and associated proposed works comprises 16 fields occupying 32ha of
agricultural land to the northeast of the existing quarry, and north of the A38, 2.8km to the
northeast of the centre of Ashburton. The replacement route for Alston Lane partially follows
the existing line of Waye Lane, and then passes through a single field to join Alston Lane. The
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new access to Alston Farm will pass through five fields. The topography drops gently down to
the south from 150m aOD down to 120m aOD; it has a south- and southeast-facing aspect.
The underlying geology comprises Devonian limestone of the Chercombe Bridge limestone
formation (British Geological Survey online 2015).
2.

LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE

2.1

Guidance and policies relating to the protection, maintenance and enhancement of heritage
assets relevant to this development may be summarised as follows:

2.2

National policy
General policy and guidance for the conservation of the historic environment are now
contained in Chapter 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF; Department for
Communities and Local Government 2012). Archaeological sites, buildings, Historic Parks and
Gardens, Conservation Areas, Registered Battlefields or other aspects of the historic
environment that have significance because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or
artistic interest are now considered heritage assets under a revised policy system. Designated
heritage assets are afforded protection as either Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings or
through their inclusion within Conservation Areas. The ministerial foreword to the NPPF states
that “Sustainable Development is about change for the better", and that "Our historic
environment – buildings, landscapes, towns and villages – can be better cherished if their spirit
of place thrives rather than withers."

2.3

In line with the 12 core planning principles, planning should ‘conserve heritage assets in a
manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to
the quality of life of this and future generations’ (paragraph 17, p6).

2.4

The relevant policies are listed below:
Paragraph 128
In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the
significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The level of
detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the
potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment
record should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where
necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes or has the potential to include
heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to
submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.
Paragraph 129
Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset
that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset)
taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this
assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or
minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal.
Paragraph 132
When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage
asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important the asset, the
greater the weight should be. Significance can be harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the
heritage asset or development within its setting. As heritage assets are irreplaceable, any harm or loss
should require clear and convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of a grade II listed building,
park or garden should be exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage assets of the
highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, battlefields, grade I and II*
listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly
exceptional.
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Paragraph 133
Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total loss of significance of a
designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse consent, unless it can be
demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public benefits that
outweigh that harm or loss, or all of the following apply:
• the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and
• no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term through appropriate
marketing that will enable its conservation; and
• conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is demonstrably
not possible; and
• the harm or loss is outweighed by the benefit of bringing the site back into use.
Paragraph 134
Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of a designated
heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal, including
securing its optimum viable use.
Paragraph 135
The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should be taken into
account in determining the application. In weighing applications that affect directly or indirectly non
designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will be required having regard to the scale of any
harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.
Paragraph 137
Local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within Conservation Areas
and World Heritage Sites and within the setting of heritage assets to enhance or better reveal their
significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to
or better reveal the significance of the asset should be treated favourably.
Paragraph 139
Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of equivalent
significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the policies for designated
heritage assets.

2.5

2.6

2.7

Listed buildings/structures
Buildings of national, regional, or local historical and architectural importance are protected by
the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990. Buildings designated as
‘listed’ are afforded protection from physical alteration or effects on their historical setting.
Historic hedgerows
Hedgerows of historic importance are afforded protection under The Hedgerow Regulations
1997, section 97 of the Environment Act 1995. The scheme came into effect as of 1 June 1997
and any hedgerow which is defined, at that date, as being of historical or ecological importance
requires grant of consent by the local planning authority prior to removal.
Local authority plan
The Dartmoor National Park Authority Local Development Framework Core Strategy
Development Plan Document 2006-2026 was adopted in 2008. The key policies are:
The Historic Built Environment
Policy COR5. The character, appearance, historic plan forms, settlement patterns, integrity, local
distinctiveness and cultural associations that contribute to the special qualities and settings of the
historic built environment and historic parks and gardens should be conserved and enhanced.
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Archaeology
Policy COR6. Development will not have an adverse impact on the integrity or setting of a Scheduled
Ancient Monument or other sites or remains considered to be of national archaeological importance.
Locally important archaeological sites will also be protected.

The Dartmoor National Park Authority Development Management and Delivery Development
Plan Document was adopted in July 2013 and sets out more detailed policies and proposals to
assist in the implementation of the Core Strategy. Key policies related to this development are:
Policy DMD8: Change of use, extension and alteration of listed buildings and other heritage
assets
Consent will be granted for the change of use, extension or alteration of listed buildings and other
designated heritage assets where, having assessed:
(i) the significance of the building or the asset; and
(ii) whether the proposed development will result in harm to the building or the asset and the scale of
such harm, the Authority concludes that any harm identified is outweighed by the public benefits the
proposed development will bring.
Where substantial harm is identified, consent will not be granted unless the proposed
development will secure substantial public benefits which outweigh that harm.
With regard to applications directly or indirectly affecting non-designated buildings or other
assets the Authority will come to a balanced judgement having regard to the scale of any harm or loss
and the significance of the building or asset.
Applications should be accompanied by a statement of significance to enable a sufficient
understanding to be gained of the significance of the heritage asset and the potential impact of the
proposal on the character, appearance and setting of the listed building or heritage asset. Where
evidence exists to suggest that proposed development may reveal significant hidden historic or
architectural features, a condition will be attached requiring exploratory work and recording to be
conducted prior to development commencing. A condition will also be attached requiring recording to be
made of any significant historic or architectural features that are revealed during the course of
construction work.
Policy DMD11: Whole or partial demolition of listed buildings and other heritage assets
Consent will only be granted for the whole or partial demolition of listed buildings and other heritage
assets where:
(i) it is necessary for safety reasons; or
(ii) the total loss of the listed building or other heritage asset is necessary to achieve substantial public
benefits that outweigh the loss of the building or asset having regard to its significance; or
(iii) the total loss of a non-designated heritage asset has been balanced against the significance of the
asset and found to be convincing and justified;
(iv) the scale of partial demolition has been assessed against the significance of the building or other
asset and is shown to be necessary either to sustain the building or asset in its original use or to
conserve the building or asset through a use that is sustainable; and
(v) conservation by grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is demonstrably not
possible.
Structural deterioration will be disregarded as a factor in decision-making where there is evidence of
deliberate neglect or damage.
Where permission for whole or partial demolition is granted, conditions will be imposed requiring a
record of the building or asset to be made, the form that the record must take and where the record is to
be deposited.
Policy DMD13: Protection of heritage assets with archaeological interests
Where an application includes, or is considered to have the potential to affect designated or nondesignated heritage assets with archaeological interests, an appropriate method statement (a written
scheme of investigation) should accompany an application. This is a written proposal for archaeological
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investigation of whatever form is deemed necessary: assessment, evaluation, excavation or watching
brief, as a statement of intent by an archaeological organisation employed by the applicant.

In addition, the Dartmoor National Park Management Plan 2014-2019 identifies the following
special qualities which are relevant to the proposed development:
•

one of the most important archaeological landscapes in western Europe revealing a
chronology of human activity stretching back over 8,000 years, from ancient field systems to the
legacy of tin mining

•

a wealth of historic buildings, structures and townscapes, including a strong medieval
settlement pattern of scattered farmsteads, hamlets, villages and towns, set within enclosed
farmland surrounding the open moor and linked by an intimate pattern of sunken lanes

3

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

3.1

The study has consisted of a desk-based assessment, as defined by the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists' Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment
(revised 2014) and the NPPF. This differs from the guidance for and methodology used in the
"Heritage Assessment" chapter of the Environment Impact Statement, which utilises the
baseline data presented within this report but assesses the effect of impact in a different
format.

3.2

The scope of the study has included checking for designated heritage assets (World Heritage
Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Registered Battlefields,
and Registered Parks and Gardens), along with non-designated assets (archaeological sites
and finds, historic buildings, other historic landscape features or locally-designated features, or
areas of cultural heritage importance). The study area is 1km distance from the both the centre
of the proposed quarry extension area and the centre of the new replacement lane (hereafter
referred to as the 1km study area).

3.3

The information derived from the study has been used:
• To assess the significance of the currently recorded heritage assets in the 1km study
area that will be potentially affected by the proposed development;
• To assess the potential for the discovery of additional heritage assets within the
boundaries of the site; and,
• To identify possible effects of the scheme on heritage assets, whether adverse or
positive, in particular the impact on the settings of the designated buildings at Alston.

3.4

The results of the searches are discussed in Sections 4 and 5. All heritage assets are
summarised in Appendix 1 and depicted on Fig. 2. Relevant extracts of historic maps are
included in Appendix 2.

3.5

The following data sources have been examined:
• Archaeological records, historic building information and other relevant cultural heritage
data held by the Dartmoor National Park Authority Historic Environment Record (DNPA
HER, and Devon County Council Historic Environment Record (DCCHER);
• Historical cartographic, photographic and documentary information held by the Devon
Heritage Centre (DHC) in Exeter;
• Historic England National Heritage List website;
• British Geological Survey online database;
• Devon County Council Historic Landscape Characterisation online database; and,
• Other relevant published or unpublished information.
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3.6

A site inspection and walkover survey was undertaken on 17th April 2015.

3.7

This assessment has provided a summary of all recorded heritage assets within the 1km study
area as a result of a search of a range of archaeological databases. Each source has its own
limitations. Documentary sources were seldom compiled for archaeological purposes, contain
inherent biases, and provide a comprehensive basis of assessment only for the last two
hundred years. National and county databases are also limited in that they only provide a
record of known archaeological data.

3.8

3.9

Assessment of significance
There is no formal process for assessing the significance of heritage assets other than those
with statutory protection (e.g. scheduled monuments, listed buildings), but advice on the criteria
to be used is included in Historic England’s Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the
Historic Environment, Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 2 (2015), as well
as the 2008 English Heritage guidance ‘Conservation Principles – Policies and guidance for
the sustainable management of the historic environment’. This guidance states that heritage
assets are considered to have significance based on their evidential, historical, aesthetic or
communal value. The NPPF also includes the criteria of architectural and artistic value, and
that setting can contribute to an asset's significance.
The ranking of significance used in this assessment considers the English Heritage 2008
criteria, but expresses the results using a scale of significance derived from the Design Manual
for Roads and Bridges, (DMRB 2 Volume 11, 2009) and from guidance provided by the
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS 2011). The ranking is presented in
Table 1 below.
SIGNIFICANCE
(VALUE)
Very High

High

Medium

Low

Negligible
Unknown

FACTORS FOR ASSESSING THE SIGNIFICANCE (VALUE) OF HERITAGE ASSETS
World Heritage Sites (including nominated sites)
Assets of acknowledged international importance
Assets that can contribute significantly to acknowledged international research objectives
Assets with exceptional communal, historical, evidential or aesthetic value
Scheduled Monuments (including proposed sites)
Grade I and II* Listed Buildings
Undesignated heritage assets of schedulable or exceptional quality and importance
Conservation Areas containing very important building
Assets that can contribute significantly to acknowledged national research objectives
Assets with high communal, historical, evidential or aesthetic value
Designated or undesignated assets that have exceptional qualities or contribute to regional research
objectives
Grade II Listed Buildings
Grade II Registered Parks and Gardens
Assets with moderate communal, historical, evidential or aesthetic value
Designated and undesignated heritage assets of local importance
Assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor survival of contextual associations
Assets of limited value, but with potential to contribute to local research objectives
Assets with low communal, historical, evidential or aesthetic value
Assets with very little or no surviving archaeological, architectural or historical interest
Assets with minimal communal, historical, evidential or aesthetic value
The importance of the resource has not been ascertained

Table 1: Grading of the significance (value) after DMRB 2009
3.10

Assessment of settings
Guidance on the potential impacts of any development upon the setting of heritage assets,
including an outline methodology for assessment is contained within the Historic England’s The
Setting of Heritage Assets, Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 3, in
particular Sections 5-8 which identify views which may add to the significance of heritage
assets, and assets which were intended to be intervisible.
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3.11

3.12

Any indirect impacts of the proposed development on the settings of heritage assets have been
assessed in accordance with the methodologies outlined in The Setting of Heritage Assets,
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 3. The assessment is set out in
Section 8 below and uses the following method:
Step 1: Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected
The following criteria have been used to determine which heritage assets are included in the
setting assessment:
•
•
•

3.13

Step 2: Assess whether, how and to what degree these settings make a contribution to the
significance of the heritage asset(s)
The following attributes have been considered for heritage assets that meet the criteria set out
in Step 1:
•
•
•

3.14

3.16

The physical surroundings of the asset(s), including its/their relationship with other
heritage assets;
The way the asset(s) is/are appreciated; and,
The asset's associations and patterns of use.

Step 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that
significance
The following attributes have been considered:
•
•
•
•

3.15

The asset is considered to be of medium or higher significance;
The heritage asset lies within the 1km study area and the asset has a setting susceptible
to visual intrusion; or
The asset has intervisibility with other asset(s) that forms part of its setting.

Location and siting;
Form and appearance;
Additional effects; and,
Permanence and reversibility.

Step 4: Enhancement and mitigation
Where significant effects on the setting are identified consideration is given to means of
mitigation or enhancement of the heritage asset.
Assessment of effects
In the absence of a standard terminology for the scale of effects on heritage assets the
magnitude of change is expressed using a five-point scale of impacts, whether negative or
beneficial, based on DMRB and ICOMOS guidance (Table 2).
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Substantial

DEGREE
CHANGE
Major

Moderate

Less than
substantial

Minor

Negligible

No Change

OF

FACTORS AFFECTING CHANGE
Changes in evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value of the
heritage asset such that the significance of the resource is totally altered;
Comprehensive change to settings;
Changes in evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value of the
heritage asset such that the significance of the resource is substantially
modified;
Considerable changes to setting that affect the character of the asset;
Changes in evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value of the
heritage asset such that the significance of the resource is slightly
altered;
Slight changes to setting;
Very minor in evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value of the
heritage asset, or its setting, such that the significance of the resource is
very slightly altered
No change in evidential, historical, aesthetic or communal value of the
heritage asset, or its setting

Table 2: Assessment of effects
4

HERITAGE ASSETS WITHIN THE 1KM STUDY AREA (Fig. 2 and Appendix 1)

4.1

Designated Heritage Assets
There is a total of 13 designated heritage assets within the 1km study area, all of which are
Grade II Listed buildings. None are located within the application area.

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5
4.6

Listed buildings
Alston Farmhouse (Site 16) is a Grade II Listed Building located 0.32km north of the proposed
quarry extension. The former threshing barn (Site 18) to the south of the farmhouse, and a
barn with stables and adjoining mill (Site 19) to the north of the farmhouse are also Listed.
Waye House (Site 6) is located 0.80km to the northwest of the proposed extension area, and
0.14km to the north of the proposed new public road. The present house is situated on the site
of a former medieval dwelling, and retains a group value with the Listed enclosed garden (Site
7) and gate piers (Site 8). Place House (Site 66) is a Listed house of early 19th-century date,
located within the western part of the 1km study area.
To the south of the A38, Goodstone Cottage (Site 30), located on the eastern edge of the 1km
study area, is Listed. It is located in close proximity to the Listed Higher Goodstone Farmhouse
(Site 32) and an adjacent barn at Higher Goodstone Farm (Site 33). To the southwest of
Goodstone is a Listed milestone (Site 34) and a pair of stone limekilns (Site 37). There is an
additional Listed milestone (Site 54) within the southern part of the 1km study area, to the east
of Linhay Business Park.
Non-designated Heritage Assets
There is a total of 60 non-designated heritage assets recorded on the HER within the 1km
study area, each of which is summarised below, shown on Fig. 2 and described in greater
detail in Appendix 1.
Prehistoric: Palaeolithic to Neolithic (c. 500,000 BC to c. 2,300 BC)
There are no known sites of Palaeolithic to Neolithic date within the 1km study area.
Prehistoric: Bronze Age (c. 2,300 BC to c. 600 BC)
There are two records (Sites 22 and 56) relating to the findspot of a Bronze Palstave which
was found during an excavation on the road from Caton to Stormsdown. These are duplicate
records based on different national grid references. The exact location appears to be outside of
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the area of the proposed quarry extension and was on the adjacent road, rather than in the
field.
4.7

Prehistoric: Iron Age (c.600 BC to c. AD 43)
The very slight remains of a circular camp have been recorded within two fields at Place Wood,
or Tower Hill Castle Hillfort (Site 72). The camp can be identified from the shape of the current
field boundaries.

4.8

Romano-British (c. AD 43 to C. AD 410)
The possible site of a Roman building (Site 15) has been recorded within the far northern part
of the 1km study area, although there is no archaeological evidence for the asset.

4.9

Early medieval / Anglo-Saxon (AD 410 to AD 1066)
The findspot of a horse harness mount (Site 49) found by a metal detector, has been recorded
within the southern part of the 1km study area.

4.10

4.11

4.12

4.13

Medieval (AD 1066 to AD 1485)
Settlements of medieval date within the 1km study area have been recorded at Caton (Sites 27
and 28) and Lower Waye (Site 13). A number of assets are recorded as being of 'medieval to
post-medieval date', but are not more precisely dated. A tinworks (Site 42) is recorded within
an area of woodland on the southeast side of the A38. Four short stretches of earthwork bank
(Site 21) have been recorded within the northern part of the 1km study area. Quarries have
been recorded in the existing quarry (Sites 9, 10, 12, 59 and 61), within the extension area (4143) and within the 1km study area to the southeast (Sites 35, 38-40), and to the southwest
(Sites 47 and 48). A former tollhouse (Site 31) within the eastern part of the 1km study area is
also attributed the same date, but is actually a 17th-century house – i.e. Site 30 – which was
used after 1755 on the Hennock-Ashburton-South Brent toll road (Jenkinson and Taylor 2009,
93).
Alston Lane itself is almost certainly a medieval routeway that may have its origins as a
droveway. The adjacent medieval settlement at Lower Waye has been noted (see 4.10 above),
with the Waye placename being associated locally (in Devon) with droveways (Fox 2012, 208).
The same placename used at two nearby locations, usually with the prefix Higher/Lower and
East/West, is also indicative of medieval origins. Harold Fox (2012, Fig. 7.2) has identified a
droveway from Cockington in Torbay to Cockingford on Dartmoor, that passes close to way –
this probably represents Alston Lane.
Post-medieval (AD 1485 to AD 1900)
Farmsteads of post-medieval date have been recorded at Lower Brownswell (Sites 1 and 2),
Higher Brownswell (Site 3), Waye Farm (Site 5), Lower Waye (Site 14), Alston (Site 17), Place
Farm (Site 65), along with a group of farmsteads recorded at Caton (Sites 23-26 and 29). Two
quarries (Sites 67 and 68), a lime kiln (Site 53), and a linhay (Site 71) of post-medieval date
are also recorded within the southwest part of the 1km study area. There are two entries for
aqueducts recorded on 20th-century maps (Sites 4 and 20) at Alston and Waye. These
probably have earlier origins since the associated ponds are depicted on earlier maps. The
former served a waterwheel at the farm; the use of water at the latter is unknown but may have
had the same purpose.
There are eight records relating to quarrying within and close to the present working quarry.
This includes three lime kilns (Sites 11, 57 and 63), two quarries (Sites 43 and 44), and the site
of three quarries and associated kilns (Sites 36, 58 and 60). All of these assets are of postmedieval to modern date and have been recorded from cartographic evidence. Some are likely
to have been removed by earlier quarry expansion as they are recorded within the area of the
present Linhay Hill Quarry. A tithe barn (Site 50) and four guideposts (Sites 45, 46, 55 and 64)
of post-medieval to modern date have also been recorded from cartographic evidence.
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4.14

4.15

4.16

5
5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

Modern (AD 1901 to present)
The site of the active limestone Quarry at Linhay Hill (Site 70), and the site of a disused quarry
(Site 52) of modern date are situated within the southwest part of the 1km study area. A barn of
modern date has also been recorded at Place Wood (Site 73), along with a guidepost (Site 69)
is recorded at Longstone Cross.
Unknown
The possible site of a gallows (Site 51) has been indicated by placename evidence from both
the Tithe Map and subsequent maps. The site of Strawbushes Quarry (Site 62) is recorded
within the southwest part of the 1km study area.
Previous fieldwork within the 1km study area
The only recorded previous fieldwork is a milestone survey was undertaken by the Milestone
Society between 2003 and 2011. An historic environment assessment of a proposed
development at South Dartmoor Community College, located within the southwest part of the
1km study area, has been prepared by AC archaeology (Rainbird 2014).
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREA
Introduction to the map progression
This section of the report is based on a map progression exercise undertaken on a series of
historic maps relating to the area of the proposed quarry extension. Research has been
conducted using maps held at the Devon Heritage Centre, Exeter, as well as those listed
online. Extracts of relevant maps are included here as Appendix 2.
Benjamin Donn’s County map of Devon surveyed 1765 (not illustrated)
The earliest available maps do not show great detail but can be instructive. The county map
surveyed by Benjamin Donn in 1765 is not of a sufficient scale to show a large amount of
detail. It does however show the main landscape features such as roads, watercourses and the
main settlements in the area. To the east of Ashburton the road to Exeter follows the line of
East Road and a fork to the left follows the route to Brownshill (Brownswell) and Oldecomb
(Owlacombe); this appears to follow the line of the present Roborough Lane. Between the fork
is marked the ‘Widdon Smelting House Tin and Copper Mine’. This would appear to be in the
location of the Linhay Hill Quarry, but this important mining site is actually located further to the
west, to the west side of the Owlacombe road at Whiddon Wood (Greeves 1996). The right fork
heads to Exeter through Gulson (Goodstone). Numerous minor roads are shown leading north
and south off this main route.
Greenwood’s County map of Devon surveyed 1827 (not illustrated)
The scale of the County map surveyed by Greenwood in 1827 is also insufficient for providing
a large amount of detail. It shows rather more detail of the road system than Donn's map,
including minor roads, but no other topographical features, such as settlements are depicted
within the general vicinity.
Parish tithe map of 1840 and the apportionment of 1839 (Appendix 2: Map 1)
The Ashburton tithe map of 1840 depicts the site of the proposed quarry extension as forming
parts of 25 fields between the settlements of Alston and Caton. (Since 1840 some field
boundaries have been removed and the quarry extension now comprises 16 fields.) The
shapes and layout of some of these, particularly east of Alston and north of Caton, are typical
of medieval strip fields. Alston comprised a series of buildings of varying sizes, of which some
can be recognised in later maps and the modern landscape. A summary of the field names
within as recorded on the accompanying apportionment of 1839, together with any other
relevant information, is provided in Tables 3 and 4.
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5.5

The apportionment data indicates that the land within the area of the proposed quarry
extension had two main owners, with three tenant farmers. A small number of fields were
singly owned. The majority of the plot descriptions relate to topography or the agricultural use
of the land. None indicate the presence of previously recorded archaeological sites.
Reference
number

Tenement

Land Owner

Land Occupier

Name/Description

State of
Cultivation

1003

Alston

Husson, Edward

Hellyer, William

Little West Down

Arable

1004

Alston

Husson, Edward

Hellyer, William

Middle West Down

Arable

1005

Alston

Husson, Edward

Hellyer, William

Great West Down

Arable

1006

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Gribbly

Arable

1012

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Fore Orchard

Orchard

1058

Caton

Skinner, Joseph

Skinner, Joseph

Higher Broad Park

Arable

1059

Caton

Skinner, William

Little Field

Arable

1060

Alston

Knowles, Samuel
Pasgate
Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Great Holland

Arable

1062

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Linhay Mead

Pasture

1063

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Lower Meadow

Arable

1064

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Lower Meadow

Arable

1065

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Great Park Meadow

Arable

1066

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Broad Park

Arable

1407

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Middle Park

Arable

1408

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Middle Park

Arable

1409

Caton

Skinner, William

Great Field

Arable

1410

Skinner, Joseph

Homer broad Park

Arable

1411

Higher
Hele?
Caton

Knowles, Samuel
Pasgate
Honeywell, John

Skinner, William

Ashey

Arable

1474

Caton

Skinner, William

Yonder West Down

Arable

1475

Caton

Skinner, William

New Park

Arable

1476

Alston

Knowles, Samuel
Pasgate
Knowles, Samuel
Pasgate
Knowles, Samuel
Pasgate
Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Lower Yelloway

Arable

1477

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Yelloways

Arable

1478

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

Lower Great Park

Arable

1479

Alston

Huxham, John

Hellyer, William

New Park

Arable

1785

-

Nosworthy, Stephen

Nosworthy,
Stephen

West Down

Arable

Table 3: Fields within the application area.
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Reference
number
867

Tenement

Land Owner

Land Occupier

Name/Description

Caunter, John

Home Park

Arable

Balland Park

Arable

Husson, Edward

Mortimore,
George
Mortimore,
George
Mortimore,
George
Hellyer, William

Meadow

1002

Higher
Waye
Higher
Waye
Higher
Waye
Alston

State of
Cultivation
Pasture

Hays

Arable

864

Alston

Husson, Edward

Hellyer, William

Bowhay

Arable

1011

Alston

Husson, Edward

Hellyer, William

New Orchard

Orchard

833
870

Caunter, John
Caunter, John

Table 4: Fields (listed west to east) along the new replacement road for Alston Lane (not
including those under the existing Waye Lane) and new access to Alston Farm.
5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

The apportionment data for the land along the line of the proposed replacement route for
Alston Lane falls within the tenements of Higher Waye and Alston. The majority of the land
within this area was in arable and pasture use at the time of the tithe survey, with a single plot
recorded as an orchard. The majority of the field names relate to the topographical nature of
the area and the agricultural use of the land. There appears to be little in the field names of
obvious archaeological interest within or around the application area. Although the map
appears to show Waye (Site 6 – The Waye House) as set within wider parkland, this
interpretation is not borne out by the apportionment data, which indicates that Waye was a
small property, with surrounding land being associated with Higher Waye (Site 5). Within the
wider landscape to the south of the proposed new lane three lime kilns are labelled and
depicted on the Tithe Map, and a group of buildings are depicted to the east of the farmstead
at Place where they are labelled as ‘Balland.’
The First Edition Ordnance Survey mapping of 1886-7 (Appendix 2: Map 2)
The Ordnance Survey 1st edition mapping of 1886-7 depicts a very similar agricultural
landscape to the tithe map, with only a few of the smaller fields within the site of the proposed
quarry extension area having been amalgamated into larger plots. Many of the farm buildings
at Alston had been removed and replaced by a new C-shaped farmyard, located to the north of
the house (Site 19). Orchards south of the farm had been reduced in size. To the east of the
proposed quarry extension area the layout of the settlement at Caton is similar to that shown
on the earlier Tithe Map, although a larger number of orchards are now depicted within the
plots immediately surrounding this settlement.
The layout of the land at the eastern end of the proposed replacement route is of a similar
layout to that shown on the earlier Tithe Map, with Waye House labelled to the north, and
‘Lower Waye’ depicted to the south. Towards the centre of the proposed road a number of
internal boundaries have been removed from the smaller plots in order to create larger fields.
Much of the land within this area is still shown to be in agricultural use.
The Second Edition Ordnance Survey mapping of 1905 (Appendix 2: Map 3)
The Ordnance Survey 2nd edition mapping shows that by 1905 there had been no significant
changes to the general character of the landscape. However, at Alston a new group of farm
buildings had been constructed to the east of the house, arranged around an enclosed yard.
The map also shows an aqueduct leading from a pond to the north side of the north range of
the earlier (mid-late 19th-century) farm buildings. The pond is shown on the earlier maps with a
building at its southern end, but is not marked. By 1905 the building had been removed and
replaced with the aqueduct.
The layout of the land at the eastern end of the proposed road is of a similar layout to that
shown on the earlier 1st edition map. Lower Waye is still labelled and depicted to the south of
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the proposed road, and two new buildings are now depicted immediately to the southwest. A
reservoir is also now labelled to the northwest of the house at Waye. There have been some
small changes to the layout of the land immediately to the north of the settlement at Balland
near the centre of the proposed road, and much of the land along the route of this proposed
road is still shown to be in agricultural use.
5.11

5.12

5.13

Later Ordnance Survey Mapping (not illustrated)
Post-war mapping records the gradual removal of some of the historic field boundaries, and the
enlargement of the plots within the extension area. The A38 was constructed in the 1970s on
the line of the old Exeter road, and cut through a number of the historic fields depicted on
earlier maps. The maps also chart the expansion of Linhay Hill Quarry itself. At Alston the
maps also show a series of water courses emanating from the pond, but not the aqueduct,
presumably reflecting disuse of the waterwheel. A second smaller pond is shown north of the
earlier pond.
Historic Landscape Characterisation
The Devon Historic Landscape Characterisation mapping project (HLC) records the majority of
the extension area as "medieval enclosures based on strip fields", i.e. an area that "was
probably first enclosed in with hedge-banks during the later middle ages. The curving form of
the hedge-banks-suggests that earlier it may have been farmed as open strip-fields". The
southeast field within the quarry extension area is characterised as "modern enclosures
adapting medieval fields", i.e. "modern fields have been created out of probable medieval
enclosures. The sinuous medieval boundaries survive in places".
Historically important hedgerows
The field boundaries of the extension area largely comprise hedgebanks planted with wellmaintained hedgerow species. Many of these mark boundaries which are ‘recorded in a
document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an integral part of a field system predating the Inclosure Acts’ (c. 1845) and are therefore considered to be ‘important’ under
criterion 5 (a) of Schedule 1 of Additional Criteria for Determining Important Hedgerows (Part
II) of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997.

6.

SITE INSPECTION (Plates 1-13)

6.1

The purpose of the field visit was to provide a familiarisation of the application area’s land-use
and topography, a visual check of any recorded heritage assets within the area, and an
opportunity to observe evidence for any previously unrecorded assets in the form of
earthworks, soil exposures, artefacts or standing remains. The field visit was undertaken on
17th April 2015, the weather was dry and sunny with good visibility for distant views, although it
became overcast with a light rain shower later.

6.2

The proposed development is situated in an area of agricultural land, gently sloping south and
east (Plate 1). The quarry extension area comprises 16 fields labelled A to T (except for I, J, K
and L) for the purposes of this report (see Fig. 2). It is bounded on the south side by the A38
Devon Expressway, on the west by the lane from Alston Cross to Waye and on the east by the
hamlet at Caton and the lane from Caton to Hooks Cross. The buildings directly adjacent to the
proposed extension area are the farmhouse and buildings of Alston Farm and Alston Cottage
with the adjacent threshing barn (Sites 16-19). Modern farm buildings include a large cow shed
and associated slurry pit east of Alston Farm and an overgrown corrugated iron building on the
northeast side of Field N adjacent to the public lane. All of the buildings were viewed from the
exterior only.

6.3

At the time of the visit the land was a mix of grazed pasture (fields A-C, G and M, Plate 2),
ungrazed pasture (N-R, Plate 3), and turf production with fields D and E stripped of turf (Plate

Linhay Hill Quarry, Ashburton, Devon:
Historic Environment Assessment

Document No. ACD1116/1/4

13

4) and fields S and T planted for turf grass (Plate 5). The majority of the boundaries for all of
the fields consist of hedgebanks (up to c. 1.5m high) planted with well-maintained hedgerow
species (Plate 6). Ditches were observed only on the northeast sides of fields E, R and T.
Small lengths of drystone revetment were observed in fields T and Q and small stretches of
mortared stone wall formed boundaries on the east of the extension area close to Caton (fields
P and N). The boundaries adjacent to the A38 consisted of post and wire fencing with the
majority of the original hedge boundaries at the southeast end of the fields (P to T) removed by
the construction of the A38.
6.4

No features of potential archaeological interest were observed in fields A-E, H, N-O and S-T. In
field F are several depressions and possible linear features (Plate 7) although a pattern is
difficult to discern. A former northwest-southeast field boundary probably forms part of these. In
the northeast corner is the remains of a small enclosure which is depicted on historic maps
(Plate 8). The current farmer said that this field was the former location of a pond that has been
filled in recent times, although such a feature does not appear on historic or modern maps. The
features in Field F also appear to spread, but are less distinct, into neighbouring fields G, Q
and R. In Field P are further slight earthworks and these appear to be associated with former
field boundaries present on historical maps.

6.5

To the north of the extension area a large earthwork platform is present in Field I (Plate 9); the
current farmer says that this is the location of the soil dump from groundworks associated with
the construction of the cow house and slurry pit immediately to the west. In the northeast
corner of Field G is a large earthen bank forming the field boundary; this does not appear on
historic maps and is most probably a bulldozed dump of soil associated with levelling
groundworks for the construction of the modern cow house.

6.6

A flake of dark grey worked flint with retouch on one edge is the only artefact of archaeological
interest observed. It was collected from a small erosion channel close to the southeast corner
of Field S. This worked flint is probably Late Neolithic or Bronze Age in date.

6.7

The views from the extension area are dominated by the higher ground of the north valley side
immediately to the north, higher ground topped by a house and woods at Penpark to the east
and to the south, across the A38, the opposite valley side dominated by the caravan park
adjacent to Mead Cross. The valley opens out to the west with distant views to the southern
edge of the Dartmoor massif and Brent Hill.

6.8

A visit was made to Grade II listed Waye House and its associated heritage assets (Sites 5-8).
Waye House is located in a sheltered position with views restricted in all directions by
topography and mature trees (Plate 10). There are no direct views to the proposed extension
area.

6.9

The views to and from the extension area from designated heritage assets are restricted to
those related to the farmstead at Alston. Alston Farmhouse has a setting enclosed on the north
and east by farm buildings and to the west and south by stone walls and mature plantings of
the garden boundary (Plate 11). The south front of the farmhouse faces across the valley with
only distant views to the upper valley side and top at a distance of 1km and more.

6.10

The proposed new replacement route for Alston Lane was also inspected as part of the site
visit. The proposed route is approximately 1.2km long and would begin close to the junction of
Place Lane and Balland Lane on the eastern outskirts of Ashburton and follow the line of the
footpath (Ashburton 16) and existing track used by farm vehicles (Plates 12 and 13). The
replacement route then deviates from the footpath towards the end of the track across
agricultural land to the south of a silted up pond to the south of Waye Court before joining
Alston Lane. The farm track to the west of Waye appears to be a replacement for the farm
tracks lost by the current Linhay Hill quarrying operation. The replacement route would be a
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single width lane with passing places. To the east of Alston Lane the replacement access to
Alston Farm, which will be private, will roughly follow a line beyond the northern boundary of
the proposed extension to the quarry.
7.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

7.1

There are two non-designated assets within the area of the proposed quarry extension – these
are two quarries (Sites 41 and 43) of post-medieval to modern date that have been identified
from cartographic evidence. No evidence for these quarries was identified during the site visit.
They are considered to be assets of low significance based upon documentary evidence and
their potential evidential values.

7.2

The majority of the heritage assets recorded within the 1km study area relate to farmsteads
and settlements of medieval and post-medieval date, along with industrial sites of postmedieval and modern date. Only a small number of assets of prehistoric and Romano-British
date have been recorded within the 1km study area, and the potential for the presence of
below-ground remains of these periods is considered to be low.

7.3

Cartographic evidence has shown that the land within the quarry extension area has remained
largely unchanged since the Ashburton Tithe Map of 1840, with the exception of the removal of
boundaries from a small number of plots by the time of the 1st edition OS map in order to
create single larger fields, and the construction of the A38, which cut through fields to the south
of Alston Farm. The site walkover inspection revealed a small number of linear depressions of
unknown origin within field F. The remains of a small enclosure depicted on historic maps were
also identified within this field. It has also been indicated that this field formerly contained a
pond. Although less distinct, additional linear depressions were identified within fields G, Q and
R. Earthworks identified within field P appear to be associated with former field boundaries on
historic maps. Below-ground archaeological features, such as remnant banks and ditches,
associated with these historic field boundaries may therefore be present within the area of the
quarry extension. They boundaries are considered to be assets of low significance based
upon their potential evidential value.

7.4

The possible origins of Alston Lane as a medieval droveway have been identified. However,
given the continued use of the highway, the lane has low potential to yield information about its
origins and history, although earlier surfaces or associated make-up layers may survive under
the modern surface. As noted in section 7.3 above, the adjacent hedgebanks may provide
some dating evidence.

8.

ASSESSMENT OF POTNEITAL IMPACT

8.1

Direct impacts
This section of the report assesses the direct impacts of the proposed development on both the
recorded and any hitherto unknown heritage assets.

8.2

There are two recorded heritage assets which could be directly impacted on by the proposed
development: sites 41 and 43 – the sites of two former quarries. These are of low significance
and, if they survive, would not require preservation or archaeological investigation.

8.3

The majority of the hedgerows within, and forming the boundaries to, the application site are
considered to be important under the Hedgerow Regulations. The majority of the hedgerows,
within the extension area are proposed to be removed, which would involve a Major adverse
degree of change. However, this impact is localised to the boundaries within the application
area, with no impact on the wider agricultural landscape.
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8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

Indirect impacts
This section of the report addresses the indirect impacts on heritage assets principally through
potential changes to their settings. The impact of the proposed scheme on the setting and
significance of the relevant heritage assets has been assessed in accordance with the
methodologies outlined in The Setting of Heritage Assets, Historic Environment Good Practice
Advice in Planning: 3 that is summarised in paragraphs 3.10-3.15 above.
Step 1
It is considered that the proposed development could impact on the setting of designated
heritage assets within the 1km study area through changes to the levels of noise, dust and
through visual intrusion. All designated assets within the 1km study area have been considered
and those from which the proposed development would not be visible, or are too far away to be
considered to be affected, have been identified and excluded from further assessment. In
terms of visual intrusion consideration has then been given to the essential character of the
assets to identify those where views are likely to have an effect on their setting such as houses
or gardens with designed views. Those assets whose setting may be susceptible to impacts
from the proposed development have been assessed in more detail below.
Steps 2-3
The significance of each of the heritage assets which could be affected, and the contribution
that setting makes to this significance, has been assessed below. The likely effects of the
proposed development on the setting and therefore significance are then considered.
Alston Farmhouse (Site 16) and the associated threshing barn (Site 18) and barn with
stables adjoining the mill (Site 19)
Alston Farmhouse is a Grade II Listed Building located 0.32km to the north of the proposed
quarry extension. Documentary records relating to Alston Farmhouse date from the 14th
century, although the current building is mainly a later post-medieval rebuilding. The
significance of this asset therefore stems mainly from its evidential, architectural and historical
values, and it is considered to be an asset of medium significance. The Grade II Listed
threshing barn (Site 18) and Grade II Listed barn with stables adjoining the mill (Site 19) are
located in close proximity to Alston Farmhouse. The significance of these assets also stems
from their evidential, architectural and historical values, and they are considered to be assets
of medium significance. All three of these assets have a group value as a series of
associated agricultural assets.
Alston farmhouse is orientated to the southeast above the area of the proposed quarry
extension but with views over the sloping land through the valley rather than across the
adjacent fields. The listing description for the farmhouse does not mention any specific
designed views, rather it focuses on the architectural characteristics of the building. These
architectural and aesthetic characteristics of all three of the designated agricultural buildings
are best appreciated from the interior of the buildings, and from their exteriors when viewed
from within close proximity, namely from the farmyard and tracks immediately surrounding the
farm. The principal setting of Alston farmhouse is its rural location as well as its relationship
with the outbuildings and land of Alston Farm. The outbuildings to the east include a large
modern cow shed. However, as a working farmstead set within agricultural farmland, the listed
buildings are likely to be susceptible to visual intrusion, in particular from any development that
may be uncharacteristic within the surrounding landscape.
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Setting and views

Contribution of setting to significance

Topography
The farmstead lies within a rural landscape characterised by
large relict medieval fields and mature hedgerows. The fields
are bounded to the southwest by the present Linhay Hill
Quarry, with the edge of the modern expansion of Ashburton
beyond, and by the A38 to the south.
Views from, towards, through, across and including the
asset
The farmstead is in an elevated position above the proposed
quarry extension, with views across the valley to the
southeast. From higher ground there are views across the
landscape towards the farmstead where it is set against the
side of Ashburton Down beyond.
Visual dominance, prominence or role as a focal point
The farmstead is not a dominant or prominent feature of the
landscape, although is visible in long-distance views looking
north from south of the A38. Due to the local topography,
hedgerows and vegetation around the farm local views
(including from within the proposed quarry extension) to and
from the farm are generally restricted.
Associative relationships between heritage assets
There are a number of historic farms within the 1km study
area which represent the medieval and later agrarian
economy. The farmstead has associations with nondesignated assets Site 17 and 20. The farmstead has some
historic association with some of the fields around it.

The farmstead comprises a group of historic farm
buildings, including a farmhouse, of later postmedieval date. The farm is considered to be of
interest for its architectural and historic value.
The farm lies within its agricultural landscape and
retains its functional relationship with it, although
this differs from the arrangement of postmedieval land ownership. The setting of the
asset makes a small contribution to its
significance, which principally derives from its
architectural and historical values.

8.9

As the proposed quarry extension is located immediately to the south of Alston Farm it will
isolate the assets both physically and visually from the setting of the surrounding farmland to
the south within which they are situated. This will therefore affect the way that these assets can
be appreciated within their landscape setting. The proposed development will not however,
affect the appreciation of their architectural and historical values, which are best appreciated
from close proximity – the portion of the track adjacent to the farm and farmyard, both of which
will be retained during the development. Whilst it is therefore considered that the proposed
development will have some impact upon the setting of the farmhouse and associated
outbuildings, the setting of these farm buildings is only considered to form a small part of their
significance, and therefore there this harm is considered to be a minor adverse degree of
change.

8.10

The Alston farm complex may be subject to indirect impact from noise during the operational
phase of the quarry extension. This impact cannot be quantified at present, but at this stage is
highlighted as a possible further adverse change to the setting of the assets.

8.11

8.12

8.13

Place House (Site 6)
The asset may be subject to impact from increased noise from construction of the replacement
route, and through its use. These are likely to be insignificant due to the existing noise
generated by the nearby quarry and the A38. There may therefore be a negligible adverse
impact on the asset.
The setting of the building in the landscape has changed significantly during the 20th century,
from a house in a rural landscape to a building within a busy school. This is the setting in which
the building is currently experienced. The potential impact caused by additional noise may be
deemed to be less than significant and will not affect the significance of the asset, which
primarily derives from its architectural value.
Impacts on Dartmoor’s Special Qualities
The important archaeological landscapes within Dartmoor National Park relate specifically
to the prehistoric archaeology of stone monuments, stone houses, enclosures and fields and
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the extensive remains of medieval and later tin mining activities. The new quarry extension
area contains no remains related to tin mining, but although the alignment of the current
pattern of fields is similar to the pattern of Bronze Age fields more typical of the higher
moorland areas in the National Park a recent trench evaluation targeting some of these
boundaries has concluded that they are of historic date (Rainbird 2016). There will therefore be
no impact on the important archaeological landscapes of the National Park.
8.14

The historic buildings, structures and townscapes and scattered farmsteads, hamlets,
villages and towns within Dartmoor National Park largely reflect a pattern established in the
medieval period. During the construction phase, with the removal of the fields associated with
Alston Farm along with Alston Lane, which was probably established as a medieval droveway,
there will be major adverse localised impact on the pattern of enclosed land and scattered
farmsteads in the Dartmoor fringe farmland. Outside of the application area there will be no
change on the agricultural and urban landscapes of south-east Dartmoor.

9

CONCLUSIONS

9.1

An historic environment assessment has been prepared to provide baseline data for an
Environmental Impact Assessment of a forthcoming planning application for the proposed
extension to Linhay Hill Quarry, Ashburton. It has been drawn up in accordance with
recognised guidelines; the assessment of impact methodology however is different to that used
in the "Heritage Assessment" chapter of the Environment Impact Statement.

9.2

There are two non-designated assets located within the area of the proposed quarry extension
– the sites of two quarries (Sites 41 and 43) which are considered to be of low significance. If
below-ground evidence for these quarries survives, then this will be removed as part of the
development, having a major adverse degree of change. Within the wider 1km study area
there is a total of 70 heritage assets, of which 13 are designated as Grade II Listed Buildings.

9.2

The site walkover inspection has revealed that previously unrecorded archaeological features
are likely to survive within four of the fields within the quarry extension area. These include a
series of linear depressions and earthworks associated with former field divisions. The site
inspection has also revealed that many of the boundaries within the quarry extension area are
depicted on historic mapping and are therefore considered to be important hedgerows under
criterion 5a of Schedule 1, Part II of the Hedgerow Regulations of 1997, as they are recorded
in a document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an integral part of a field system
pre-dating the Inclosure Act. The line of the proposed replacement route for Alston Lane
largely follows the course of an existing footpath and farm track, but it is likely that hedgebanks
will need to be breached at the eastern end of the proposed route, as well as along the route of
the new access to Alston Farm. Hedgebanks can often provide important archaeological and
environmental information, for example from any buried land surfaces beneath the banks and
associated now in-filled ditches. The majority of the hedgerows, within the extension area are
proposed to be removed, which would involve a Major adverse degree of change.

9.3

Using the methodology outline in The Setting of Heritage Assets, Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning: 3 any indirect impacts of the proposed development have been
assessed and it is considered that there would be a low adverse change to the setting of
Alston Farm and its associated outbuildings, along with a potential low adverse change to the
setting of Place House.

9.4

It is considered that there will be major adverse localised impact to one of Dartmoor’s Special
Qualities, which is related to the agricultural landscape of the Dartmoor fringe farmland.
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Appendix 1
Summary of heritage assets

AC archaeology

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

1

MDV8220

2

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

SX 763 719

Farmhouse

Postmedieval

-

-

Lower Brownswell Farmhouse.
Stone farmhouse largely of 19th-century date

MDV107877

SX 763 719

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

3

MDV107779

SX 763 719

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

4

MDV51843

SX 7679 7194

Aqueduct

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

SX 7679 7185

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

Lower Brownswell Farmstead.
A farmstead shown on 19th century maps.
The placename Brownswell is mentioned
from the 13th century onwards.
Higher Brownswell Farmstead.
A farmstead shown on 19th century maps.
The placename Brownswell is mentioned
from the 13th century onwards.
Aqueduct.
An ‘aqueduct’ is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904 and 1938.
It probably serves the farm buildings at
nearby Waye Farm (Site 5)
Waye Farm.
An historic farmstead recorded in the
Dartmoor National Park Authority farms
survey.
The Waye House, Ashburton.
A later post-medieval house situated on the
site of a former medieval dwelling. Waye was
mentioned as early as 1484.
Enclosed Garden North of Waye House.
An enclosed garden to the northeast of
Waye House. The walls are likely to date to
the 18th century.
Gate Piers at Driveway to Waye House.
The gate piers at the entrance of the drive to
Waye House date to the early 19th century
and consist of square ashlar piers with
rustication and pyramidal tops.

5

MDV76962

NGR

6

MDV8211

SX 7696 7194

Extant Building

Postmedieval

1206244

Grade
II

7

MDV21723

SX 7700 7199

Walled Garden

Postmedieval
to modern

1200960

Grade
II

SX 7712 7190

Gate Piers

Postmedieval

1206260

Grade
II

8

MDV62381

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
1.40km to
the
northwest
1.40km to
the
northwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.50km to
the
northwest
0.50km to
the
northwest

1.45km to
the
northwest

0.54km to
the
northwest

0.80km to
the
northwest

0.16km to
the north

0.94km to
the
northwest

0.07km to
the north

0.80km to
the
northwest

0.14km to
the north

0.80km to
the
northwest

0.14km to
the north

0.64km to
the
northwest

0.03km to
the north

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Quarry.
A ‘quarry’ is labelled on the Ordnance Survey
6-inch maps of 1904 and 1938. The quarry is
also visible on an aerial photograph and now
forms part of the Linhay Hill quarry complex.
Quarry.
A ‘quarry’ is marked on the 6-inch Ordnance
Survey maps of 1904 and 1938, and is
visible on RAF aerial photographs. It now
forms part of the Linhay Hill quarry complex.
Lime Kiln.
A lime quarry is marked within plot 990 on
the Tithe Map, and is labelled as an ‘old
limekiln’ and ‘quarry’ on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch map of 1963. The lime kiln has
since been destroyed.
Quarry.
A quarry is shown on an Ordnance Survey
drawing of 1809, and is visible on RAF aerial
photographs of 1946. The site now forms
part of the Linhay Hill quarry complex.
Lower Waye Farmhouse.
Lower Waye was mentioned in title deeds of
1676. The placename has 13th century
origins.
Lower Waye Farmstead.
An historic farmstead included in the
Dartmoor National Park Authority survey.
Possible Site of Roman Building,
Ashburton Down.
The possible site of a Roman building based
on a preface note in an early 19th-century
poem.

9

MDV25822

SX 7688 7137

Quarry

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

10

MDV25819

SX 7695 7142

Quarry

Medieval
to modern

-

-

11

MDV20532

SX 7696 7147

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

12

MDV21904

SX 771 716

Quarry

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

13

MDV21898

SX 7720 7174

Farmhouse

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

SX 771 717

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

SX 771 725

Unenclosed
hut circle
settlement

RomanoBritish

-

-

14

15

MDV76931

MDV8213

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.95km to
the
southwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.19km to
the
northwest

0.86km to
the
southwest

0.22km to
the
northwest

0.80km to
the
southwest

0.22km to
the
northwest

0.62km to
the west

0.31km to
the west

0.53km to
the west

0.17km to
the south

0.53km to
the west

0.17km to
the south

1km to the
northwest

0.59km to
the north

Site
No.

16

Dartmoor
HER ref.

MDV21720

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

SX 7761 7200

Farmhouse

Medieval
to modern

1200958

Grade
II

Alston Farmhouse.
Documentary records relating to Alston
Farmhouse date from the 14th century. The
current farmhouse is early 19th century in
date, with the rear part possibly older.
Alston Farmstead.
An historic farmstead included in the
Dartmoor National Park Authority survey.
Former Threshing Barn 70m South of
Alston Farmhouse.
A former threshing barn, later used as a
poundhouse, and now a garage and store
adjoining Alston Cottage. The barn is likely to
date to the 16th century and is constructed of
stone rubble with a large area of cob in left
end of front wall.
Barn with Stables and adjoining mill at
Alston.
A stone barn with stables and an adjoining
mill with remains of a wheel remaining,
located to the north of Alston Farmhouse.
Aqueduct.
An ‘aqueduct’ is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904 and 1938.
A launder bank survives, along with an
associated small pond. The aqueduct served
the agricultural watermill at Alston Farm (site
20)
Earthwork Bank.
Four short banks are visible within an area of
scrubland (at SX 7767 7220, SX 7768 7220,
SX 7769 7220, and SX7775 7220).
Bronze Palstave.
Described as being found during an
excavation on the road from Caton to
Stormsdown, but the location is uncertain.

17

MDV77078

SX 7760 7202

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

18

MDV62382

SX 7761 7191

Threshing
Barn

Postmedieval

1200959

Grade
II

19

MDV21721

SX 7760 7203

Barn, Stable
and Mill

Medieval
to modern

1206189

Grade
II

20

MDV51844

SX 7765 7206

Aqueduct

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

21

MDV25824

SX 7768 7222

Earthwork

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

22

MDV21899

SX 779 722

Findspot

Bronze
Age

-

-

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.32km to
the north

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.49km to
the east

0.32km to
the north

0.49km to
the east

0.25km to
the
northwest

0.48km to
the east

0.32km to
the north

0.49km to
the east

0.36km to
the north

0.50km to
the east

0.51km to
the north

0.66km to
the
northeast

0.56km to
the
northeast

0.84km to
the
northeast

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

23

MDV107700

SX 7810 7197

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

24

MDV107699

SX 7811 7189

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

25

MDV107701

SX 7812 7198

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

26

MDV107702

SX 7815 7191

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

27

MDV107697

SX 7812 7189

Settlement

Medieval

-

-

28

MDV107698

SX 7813 7185

Farmstead

Medieval

-

-

29

MDV107703

SX 7814 7180

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

Farmstead at northwest end of Caton
Settlement.
A farmstead is shown on 19th-century maps
at the northwest end of the settlement at
Caton.
Farmstead North of ‘Caton Farmstead’.
A farmstead is shown at Caton on 19thcentury maps to the north of ‘Caton
Farmstead.’
Farmstead at the northeast end of Caton
Settlement.
A farmstead is shown on 19th-century maps
at the northeast end of Caton settlement, but
may be earlier in date.
Farmstead on the east side of Caton
Settlement.
A farmstead is shown on 19th-century maps
on the east side of the settlement at Caton,
but may be earlier in date.
Caton Settlement North of Caton Cross.
Documentary evidence records ‘Caton’ from
the early-mid 14th century. The possible
medieval settlement is on both sides of the
road to the north of Caton Cross.
Caton Farmstead.
Caton Farmstead dates to at least the earlymid 14th century based on documentary
evidence. It is possible that it may have
earlier origins.
Farmstead at the southern end of Caton
Settlement.
A farmstead is shown on 19th-century maps
at the southern end of the settlement at
Caton, but may be earlier in date.

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.47km to
the
northeast

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.98km to
the east

0.47km to
the
northeast

0.98km to
the east

0.47km to
the
northeast

0.98km to
the east

0.46km to
the
northwest

0.99km to
the east

0.46km to
the
northwest

0.99km to
the east

0.43km to
the
northeast

1km to the
east

0.43km to
the
northeast

1km to the
east

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

30

MDV92481

SX 7865 7203

Cottage

Unknown

1206301

Grade
II

Goodstone Cottage.
A cottage, possibly formerly used as a
tollhouse, which dates to the 17th century or
earlier.
Tollhouse.
A former tollhouse situated on the ExeterPlymouth road at Bickington.
According to Jenkinson and Taylor (2009)
this is the same building as Goodstone
Cottage (Site 30).
Higher Goodstone Farmhouse.
A two-storey farmhouse of probable early
17th century date.
Barn at Higher Goodstone Farm.
A threshing barn and pound house, likely to
be 18th century in date, with added horseengine house.
Milestone.
A milestone is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904, 1938 and 1963.
The stone dates to the mid-18th to early 19th
century and consists of a short, squared
upright piece of limestone with a rounded
top.
Quarry.
A small quarry is visible on an aerial
photograph.
Lime Kiln.
‘Lime quarry and kilns’ are recorded within
the Tithe Apportionment of 1840, and are
labelled and depicted as ‘Old Limekilns’ on
the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map of 1963.
The kilns have since been destroyed.

31

MDV8219

SX 7865 7203

Toll House

Medieval
to modern

-

-

32

MDV29219
MDV92480

SX 7871 7181

Farmhouse

1200963

Grade
II

33

MDV23310
MDV92476

SX 7868 7185

Barn

Medieval
to postmedieval
Medieval
to postmedieval

1206306

Grade
II

34

MDV51853
MDV92259

SX 7822 7172

Milestone

Postmedieval
to modern

1200965

Grade
II

35

MDV25814

SX7840 7160

Quarry

-

-

36

MDV20530

SX 7842 7158

Lime Kiln

Medieval
to postmedieval
Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.99km to
the east

1.53km to
the east

0.99km to
the east

1.53km to
the east

0.98km to
the east

1.58km to
the east

0.95km to
the east

1.55km to
the east

0.51km to
the east

1.11km to
the
southeast

0.68km to
the east

1.31km to
the
southeast
1.32km to
the
southeast

0.69km to
the
southeast

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Lime Kilns.
Two well-preserved lime kilns built of stone
rubble. These are post-1840 in date as they
are not marked on the Tithe Map.
Quarry.
A small quarry is visible on an aerial
photograph.
Caton Quarry.
Operated for stone in 1896.
Site is adjacent to site 39 and may have
initially formed part of the same quarry
before becoming disused.
Quarry.
A small quarry is visible on an aerial
photograph.
It is also depicted (as disused) on the 1st
edition 25-inch Ordnance Survey map, which
also marks an old limekiln
Quarry.
A quarry is shown on an Ordnance Survey
drawing of 1809.
This is located within agricultural land and
there is no evidence on the ground for the
quarry.
Tinworks.
An area of woodland on the southeast side
of the A38 is recorded as ‘tinworks’ on the
Ashburton Tithe Map. There is evidence for
surface working at the site, and may be
related to cassiterite deposits washed down
from lodes on the higher ground to the
northwest.

37

MDV20531
MDV92258

SX 7830 7152

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval
to modern

1200955

Grade
II

38

MDV25813

SX 7826 7152

Quarry

-

-

SX 783 715

Quarry

Medieval
to postmedieval
Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

39

MDV60874

40

MDV25815

SX 7818 7145

Quarry

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

41

MDV21902

SX 7800 7164

Quarry

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

SX 7780 7140

Open Cast
Mine

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

42

MDV64630

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.61km to
the
southeast

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
1.23km to
the
southeast

0.55km to
the
southeast
0.61km to
the
southeast

1.19km to
the
southeast
1.23km to
the
southeast

0.53km to
the
southeast

1.13km to
the
southeast

Within
application
area

0.90km to
the
southeast

0.29km to
the south

0.82km to
the
southeast

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Quarry.
A quarry is shown on an Ordnance Survey
drawing of 1809, and is visible on RAF aerial
photographs of 1946.
It has probably been destroyed by the
creation of the present A38.
Quarry.
A quarry is shown on an Ordnance Survey
drawling of 1809. The site now forms part of
a modern quarry and the A38.
Guidepost.
A guidepost is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904, 1938 and 1963.
Guidepost.
A guidepost is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904, 1938 and 1963.
Quarry.
A small quarry is visible on an aerial
photograph.
Quarry.
A quarry is visible on an aerial photograph.

43

MDV21900

SX 7765 7142

Quarry

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

44

MDV21903

SX 7698 7090

Quarry

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

45

MDV51852

SX 7761 7137

Route Marker

-

-

SX 7787 7116

Route Marker

Postmedieval
to modern
Postmedieval
to modern
Medieval
to postmedieval
Medieval
to postmedieval
Early
Medieval /
AngloSaxon

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

46

MDV51854

47

MDV25816

SX 7743 7118

Quarry

48

MDV25823

SX 7751 7116

Quarry

SX 7759 7085

Findspot

SX 7749 7086

Tithe Barn

49

50

MDV79710

MDV21663

Postmedieval
to modern

Horse Harness Mount, Southwest of
Lower Mead Farm.
A horse harness mount was found by a metal
detector to the southwest of Lower Mead
Farm.
Tithe Barn.
A ‘Tithing Barn’ is shown on the Tithe Map.

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
0.30km to
the
southwest

0.70km to
the
southeast

0.30km to
the
southwest

0.70km to
the
southeast

0.35km to
the
southwest
0.53km to
the south

0.70km to
the
southeast
1.02km to
the
southeast
0.75km to
the south

0.59km to
the
southwest
0.55km to
the
southwest
0.87km to
the
southwest

0.86km to
the
southwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads

0.79km to
the
southeast
1km to the
south

0.97km to
the east

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

51

MDV21664

SX 77192
70706

Gallows

Unknown

-

-

MDV25818

SX 7710 7070

Quarry

Modern

-

-

Possible Site of a Gallows.
The possible site of a gallows based upon
the placenames ‘Gallows Park Lane’ and
‘Gallows Park Cross’ on the Tithe Map.
‘Gallows’ Park Cross’ is marked on both this
historic Ordnance Survey maps and the
modern Ordnance Survey MasterMap.
Pitley Quarry.
Disused quarry

52

53

MDV20533

SX 7689 7079

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval

-

-

54

MDV51847

SX 7691 7083

Milestone

Postmedieval

1207722

Grade
II

55

MDV51851

SX 7698 7089

Route Marker

-

-

56

MDV8184

SX 770 710

Findspot

Postmedieval
to modern
Bronze
Age

-

-

57

MDV21896

SX 7705 7100

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

Lime kiln.
.
Milestone to the east of Linhay Business
Park.
A granite milestone dating from circa 1820s.
A milestone is marked in this location on the
Ordnance Survey 25-inch map of 1880-1899.
The stone is in the wrong place as it should
be a mile further to the east at Caton Cross.
Guidepost.
A guidepost is marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904 and 1938.
Bronze Palstave.
A bronze palstave was found during an
excavation of the Caton to Stormdown Road.
The exact location of this findspot is
uncertain.
This is a duplicate HER entry for site 22. It is
probably wrongly located due to the NGR
being to six figures.
Lime Kilns.
Two lime kilns are first shown on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1891. The lime
kilns are now largely blocked up.

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
1.12km to
the
southwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.70km to
the
southeast

1.21km to
the
southwest
1.18km to
the
southwest
1.16km to
the
southwest

0.62km to
the
southeast
0.43km to
the east

1.11km to
the
southwest
1.05km to
the
southwest

0.46km to
the east

1km to the
southwest

0.48km to
the east

0.44km to
the east

0.45km to
the east

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Postmedieval
to modern
Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

-

-

Linhay Hill Quarry.
A quarry with limekilns is first shown on the
Ordnance Survey map of 1891.
Quarry.
A quarry is visible on an aerial photograph. It
now forms part of a large Linhay Hill quarry
complex.
Lime Kiln.
‘Old Quarries’ are marked on the Ordnance
Survey 6-inch maps of 1904 and 1938. An
‘old limekiln’ and a ‘quarry’ are marked in this
location on the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map
of 1963.
Quarry.
A quarry is visible on an aerial photograph. It
now forms part of a large Linhay Hill quarry
complex.
Strawbushes Quarry.
One of several quarries situated within the
Ashburton area that were worked for lime for
agricultural use. Only a small part of the
quarry face survives as it has been
incorporated into the large modern Linhay
Hill quarry.
Lime Kiln.
A lime kiln is shown on the Tithe Map within
plot 1392. The site is labelled as ‘old’ and in
ruins on the Ordnance Survey map of 1963.
Guidepost at Rock Park Cross.

58

MDV21895

SX 770 710

Quarry

59

MDV25820

SX 7690 7100

Quarry

60

MDV20534

SX 7689 7097

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

61

MDV25821

SX 7680 7105

Quarry

Medieval
to postmedieval

-

-

62

MDV16243

SX 7680 7106

Quarry

Unknown

-

-

63

MDV21897

SX 7677 7103

Lime Kiln

Postmedieval
to modern

-

-

64

MDV51846

SX 7653 7090

Route marker

Modern

-

-

65

MDV76930

SX 764 712

Farmstead

Postmedieval

-

-

Place Farm, Ashburton.
An historic farmstead included in the
Dartmoor National Park Authority survey.

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
1.05km to
the
southwest
1.08km to
the
southwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.45km to
the east
0.39km to
the east

1.10km to
the
southwest

0.38km to
the east

1.13km to
the
southwest

0.26km to
the
northeast

1.13km to
the
southwest

0.26km to
the
northeast

1.16km to
the
southwest

0.28km to
the
northeast

1.45km to
the
southwest
1.36km to
the
southwest

0.1km to
the south
0.23km to
the west

Site
No.

Dartmoor
HER ref.

NGR

Form

Period

Listed ref /
monument
no.

Status

Summary

Place House.
Large house. Early C19. Solid rendered
walls. Hipped slated roof. A farmstead in this
location was illustrated by the Rev. Swete in
1797.
Quarry.
Site of former quarry at Place Cross.

66

MDV21722

SX 7646 7119

Extant Building

Postmedieval

1280214

Grade
II

67

MDV51845

SX 7635 7098

Unknown

Postmedieval

-

-

68

MDV21901

SX 7623 7083

Unknown

Postmedieval

-

-

Quarry.
Site of former quarry south of Place Cross.

69

MDV51850

SX 7614 7094

Route marker

Modern

-

-

Guidepost at Longstone Cross.

70

MDV58699

SX 76 71

Quarry

Modern

-

-

Linhay Hill Quarry.
Active limestone quarry.

71

MDV107694

SX 759 711

Linhay

Postmedieval

-

-

72

MDV8209

SX 7619 7137

Hillfort

Iron Age

-

-

73

MDV55799

SX 7619 7141

Extant
Structure

Modern

-

-

Linhay.
Broadpark Linhay shown on 19th century
map and named on early 20th century map.
Place Wood or Tower Hill Castle Hillfort.
Very slight remains of a circular camp in two
fields.
Barn at Place Wood
Small rectangular barn to the west of Place
Wood and north-east of hillfort.

Approx.
distance
from
centre
Quarry
extension
1.36km to
the
southwest

1.59km to
the
southwest
1.75km to
the
southwest
1.75km to
the
southwest
1.90km to
the
southwest
1.88km to
the
southwest
1.58km to
the
southwest
1.56km to
the
southwest

Approx.
distance
from
proposed
roads
0.23km to
the west

0.36km to
the west
0.29km to
the west
0.36km to
the west
0.54km to
the west
0.54km to
the west
0.39km to
the east
0.39km to
the east

Appendix 2
Historic map extracts

AC archaeology

Map 1: Extract from the 1840 Ashburton tithe map

AC archaeology

Map 2: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 6-inch first edition Devonshire map sheet CVIII.SE (1886)

AC archaeology

Map 3: Extract from the Ordnance Survey 6-inch second edition Devonshire map sheet CVIII.SE (1906)
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